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AUSTRADE, WHO WE ARE AND OUR PRIORITY SECTORS

Austrade helps companies around the world to identify and take up investment 
opportunities in Australia as well as to source Australian goods and services. 

Our assistance includes:
/ providing insight on Australian capabilities
/ identifying potential investment projects and strategic alliance partners
/ helping you to identify and contact Australian suppliers.

The Australian Government identifies opportunities in these key priority areas:

/ Resources and Energy

/ Agricultural Science, Food Technology and Processing

/ Tourism Infrastructure

/ Major Economic Infrastructure 

/ Advanced Manufacturing, Services and Technology
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AUSTRADE, WHO WE ARE AND OUR PRIORITY SECTORS

Austrade in numbers:

• 121 locations at 30 June 2017

• 83 overseas locations in 49 markets

• 15 of those locations also providing 

consular services. 

Within Australia:

• Austrade had 10 offices, complemented 

by a further 28 TradeStart offices 

• In Europe, Austrade has offices in 12 

cities. 

• In Italy, Austrade is based at the Australian 

Consulate General in Milan

• From Milan, Austrade coordinates all 

commercial activities throughout the 

country

• 3.5 investment staff, focused on agreed 

priority sectors



ROBUST 

ECONOMY
Australia is in its 27th year of 

consecutive annual economic 

growth – the only developed 

economy in the world to achieve 

this distinction.

2018 growth: 3.1% 

Average growth over 27 years: 3%



5Why Australia

WORLD’S 13TH LARGEST ECONOMY  
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STRONG TIES TO ASIA SUPPORT LONG-TERM GROWTH
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DIVERSIFIED, SERVICES-BASED ECONOMY



DYNAMIC

INDUSTRIES
Australia has the capacity and 

capabilities to provide high-quality 

natural resources, food, education, 

tourism and financial services to the 

world.
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Australia is a global leader in resources 

and energy, which accounts for around 

14 per cent of GDP  and export earnings 

forecast to reach A$214 billion.

Mining

/ Top three global ranking in resource -

commodities (lithium, nickel, cobalt) used in the 

energy storage value chain. 

/ Top four global ranking in resource - traditional 

power generation and advanced manufacturing 

inputs.

Oil and gas

/ World’s second largest LNG exporter (soon to 

be n.1)

/ Eight operating and two LNG projects under 

construction ($200 billion of CAPEX), requiring 

up to 50 years of operations and maintenance. 

/ Under explored onshore gas resources

Opportunities:

/ Exploration and development

/ Operations and maintenance

Why Australia

RESOURCES AND ENERGY
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Renewable Energy Target (RET) 

/ On track to deliver 23.5 per cent of Australia’s 

energy needs from renewable sources in 2020.

Australian states and territories are proactive in 

the adoption of renewables:
/ ACT has a target of 100% by 2020 

/ SA has a target of 50% by 2025 (achieved)

/ VIC has a target of 25% by 2020 & 40% by 2025

/ QLD has a target of 50% by 2030

/ NT committed to adopt a target of 50% by 2030

National Energy Guarantee (NEG)

/ Introduced by the Australian Government in 

October 2017

/ Addresses Australia’s energy challenges: 

security/reliability; affordability; sustainability

/ Despatchable power requirements mean 

opportunities for energy sources that can satisfy 

reliability and emissions objectives 

Opportunities

/ Energy storage given despatchable power focus

/ Generation – large scale and commercial

/ Smart grid – utilising existing infrastructure 

Why Australia

RENEWABLE ENERGY
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A$186.1 billion agrifood sector

Global top seven food producer for 

beef, wheat and cotton, with over 

half of all agricultural and food 

production is exported

Australia is known for:

/ producing safe, traceable and healthy 

food;

/ world-leading R&D backed by a highly 

skilled workforce;

/ access to and understanding of fast-

growing Asian markets.

Opportunities:

/ aquaculture, beef, grains, dairy and 

horticulture.

/ strong R&D in agriculture and food, 

including improving the efficiency of ag 

production and innovative functional food 

technologies.

Why Australia

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
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TOP AGRIBUSINESS AND FOOD EXPORTER 
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CLEAN, GREEN AND SAFE SOURCE OF AGRIBUSINESS AND FOOD
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Major infrastructure industries account 

for 10 per cent of the economy

/ Australian Government to spend A$75 billion 

on infrastructure in the coming 10 years.

/ Australia’s population is expected to grow at 

1.3 per cent a year to 2055 – an increase of 

60 per cent. 

/ Strong pipeline of large road and rail projects 

requiring tunneling in major cities

/ Congestion estimated to cost the economy 

as much as $37 billion by 2031.

Opportunities:

/ road and rail

/ airport

/ tunneling

/ major urban developments

/ technologies in transport and construction

Why Australia

MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
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Australia’s medtech sector generates 

A$4.9 billion gross value added to the 

Australian Economy in 2016

/ The medtech sector is the 10th largest export in 

Australia ($5.2 billion)

/ $1.4 billion R&D investment in 2016

/ Ranked top 5 in biotech innovation three years 

running in Scientific American’s Worldview

/ A$500 million Biomedical Translation Fund (BTF) 

and

Opportunities:

/ collaborative research with quality universities, 

public and private research institutions 

/ clinical trials, prototyping and testing new products

/ World-class research infrastructure and clinical 

environment in drug discovery, medical devices, 

nutrition health, digital health

Why Australia

MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIES



INNOVATION

AND SKILLS
Australia’s highly educated, 

multicultural and multilingual 

workforce has the smarts and skills 

to drive innovation and grow 

international businesses.
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RECORD OF INNOVATION
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LEADING ECONOMY FOR R&D EXPENDITURE



GLOBAL TIES

Australia is a globally integrated 

economy. The country continues to 

play an integral role in Asia’s 

dynamic economic growth and is a 

trusted economic partner globally.



20Why Australia

AUSTRALIA’S TOP 12 EXPORT MARKETS



21Why Australia

LARGE FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT STOCK
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EXPANDING NETWORK OF FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS



STRONG 

FOUNDATIONS
In unpredictable times, Australia’s 

sound governance and solid 

democratic institutions provide 

certainty for international companies 

seeking an easy, low-risk location to 

do business.
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AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO DO BUSINESS
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STABLE, FRIENDLY AND EFFICIENT BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT



Grazie

William Peasland
Senior Investment Manager, Austrade Italy

william.peasland@austrade.gov.au

Want to learn more?

www.austrade.gov.au


